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But even before it had been announced, Britain in her terrible
fury had struck back. After five days working day and night to
refit his ships, Saumarez sailed again on July I2th, the entire popula-
tion of Gibraltar turning out to cheer as the Admiral's musicians
sounded " Heart of Oak," and the massed bands of the garrison
replied with " Britons, strike home! " That night the five British
seventy-fours came up with nine French and Spanish sail of the
line, including two Ii2-gun ships, who were slowly returning
to Cadiz from Algeciras with their prize. In the darkness and con-
fusion the Spanish three-deckers opened fire on each other and after
a fratricidal duel blew up in a single awful explosion with nearly
2000 men. Meanwhile the French Antoine struck her flag to the
Superb. The remainder of the Franco-Spanish force, badly damaged,
fled next morning under the guns of Cadiz, leaving the victors, as
Lord St. Vincent put it, " upon velvet." The fierce, unconquerable
spirit of the British seamen was shown by the captives in the hold
of the French Formidable who, undismayed by the threats of their
jailers, at every broadside directed at their prison's sides broke
into triumphant cheers.

In Egypt itself Bonaparte's plans were equally awry. Early in
May, General Hely-Hutchinson, Abercromby's successor, set out
to cover the hundred miles from Rosetta to Cairo. He had only
5000 British troops and 4000 ill-disciplined Turks and he was
without siege guns. But by June 2yth he had received the surrender
of the Egyptian capital together with more than 13,000 dispirited
and homesick French soldiers and 320 cannon. Other British forces
from India, crossing the desert from the Red Sea port ot Kosseir to
Keneh and Thebes, overran Upper Egypt, while the remainder of
the French army was closely invested in Alexandria. Twenty-four
thousand veterans with more than 600 guns had been routed at
every point by an invading force with inferior numbers and equip-
ment based on control of the sea. It was the most humiliating
reverse to French arms on land since 1793.

Everywhere that Bonaparte encountered the forces of Britain
that spring and summer of 1801 he was thwarted. Even the minute
garrison of Porto Ferrajo in a five months' siege successfully defied
6000 veterans supported by the entire resources of the French
army of Italy. But though unable to defeat his adversaries in the